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The Commission on Folk Law and Legal Pluralism

Background:
Established in 1978 by the International Union of Anthropological and Ethnological

Sciences (IUAES), and affiliated with the International Association of Legal Science (IALS),
the Commission has more than 350 lawyers, anthropologists and other social scientists,
representing all regions of the world.  It is concerned with the interaction of multiple
normative orders (folk law, religious law,  international and national law) in both theory and
practice. The growth of the Commission reflects a growing awareness of the contemporary
existence of legal plurality, not only in countries with indigenous peoples and ethnic
minorities, but also in the industrialized societies as such. The Commission's primary
purpose, according to its Constitution, is "to further knowledge and understanding of folk
law and legal pluralism, with a focus upon theoretical and practical problems resulting from
the interaction of folk law and state law". Its activities include, where appropriate, "assisting
in making sympathetic and constructive contributions to the solution of problems connected
with the interaction of folk law and state law, and thus to the future of indigenous, ethnic
and social groups, governed by folk law, in the modern world".

The Commission's three major current activities are: the issue of a Newsletter (thrice
every two years); the organization of international symposia; and the initiation and
encouragement of Regional Working Groups in different parts of the world. In addition, the
Commission has established a program of international courses in the theory of legal
pluralism, usually offered in conjunction with the International Congress.

Past Presidents:
G. VAN DEN STEENHOVEN, M. GALANTER, G. WOODMAN, H. FINKLER, K. VON BENDA-
BECKMANN.

Board:
ANNE GRIFFITHS  (PRESIDENT, EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND), K. ADINKRAH (ACCRA, GHANA),
K. BACH (COPENHAGEN, DENMARK), F. VON BENDA-BECKMANN (HALLE, GERMANY), M.



CASTRO (SANTIAGO, CHILE), S. CONN (ANCHORAGE, USA), J. FISKE (CANADA), M.C.
FOBLETS (LOUVAIN, BELGIUM), G. FONDAHL (CANADA), A. GUEVERA-GIL (LIMA, PERU), A.
HOEKEMA (AMSTERDAM, THE NETHERLANDS), K. KLUDZE (CAMDEN, USA), K. KUMADO
(LEGON, GHANA), R. KUPPE (VIENNA, AUSTRIA), E. LEROY (PARIS, FRANCE), S. MERRY
(WELLESLEY, USA), B. MORSE (OTTAWA, CANADA), N. NOVIKOVA (MOSCOW, RUSSIA), B.
OOMEN (THE NETHERLANDS), R. PRADHAN (KATHMANDU, NEPAL), M. T. SIERRA
(MEXICO), I. SIMBOLON (MANILLA, PHILIPPINES), B. TURNER (HALLE, GERMANY), P.
URTEAGA (LIMA, PERU), U. WANITZEK (BAYREUTH, GERMANY), M. WIBER
(FREDERICTON, CANADA), W. ZIPS (VIENNA, AUSTRIA).

Secretariat:
Melanie G. Wiber
Department of Anthropology
University of New Brunswick
P.O. Box 4400
Fredericton, N.B.
Canada E3B 5A3
wiber@unb.ca

Members of the Local Organizing Committee – XIVth
International Congress

Melanie G. Wiber – Chair
Department of Anthropology
University of New Brunswick
P.O. Box 4400
Fredericton, N.B.
Canada E3B 5A3
wiber@unb.ca

Brad Morse
Faculty of Law
University of Ottawa
OTTAWA, Ontario
Canada, K1N 6N5
bmorse@uottawa.ca

Mary Ellen Kenny
Master’s Candidate
Department of Sociology and
Anthropology
Carleton University
Ottawa, Ontario
maryellen@videotron.ca

Harald Finkler
Circumpolar Director
Department of Indian and Northern
Affairs
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada
#208- 404 Laurier Avenue, East
Ottawa, Ontario
Canada K1N 6R2
finklerh@inac.gc.ca

Conference Coordinator:
Shirley Von Sychowski
Master’s Candidate
Department of Anthropology
University of New Brunswick
svslee@hotmail.com


